REASONS HUMBLY OFFERED TO THE
PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND FOR
REPEALING THE SACRA-
MENTAL TEST, &c.

IT is well known, that the first conquerors of this kingdom
were English Catholics, subjects to English Catholic
kings, from whom, by their valour and success, they ob-
tained large portions of land given them as a reward for
their many victories over the Irish: To which merit our
brethren the Dissenters of any denomination whatsoever,
have not the least pretensions.

It is confessed, that the posterity of those first victorious
Catholics were often forced to rise in their own defence,
against new colonies from England, who treated them like
mere native Irish, with innumerable oppressions ;, depriving
them of their lands,, and driving them by force of arms into
the most desolate parts of the kingdom. Till in the next
generation, the children of these tyrants were used in the
same manner by new English adventurers, which practice
continued for many centuries. But it is agreed on all
hands, that no insurrections were ever made, except after
great oppressions by fresh invaders. Whereas all the re-
bellions of Puritans, Presbyterians, Independents, and other
sectaries, constantly began before any provocations were
given, except that they were not suffered to change the
government in Church and State, and seize both into their own
hands; which, however, at last they did, with the murder of
their King and of many thousands of his best subjects.

The Catholics were always defenders of monarchy, as
constituted in these kingdoms. Whereas our brethren the
Dissenters were always republicans, both in principle and
practice.